
Dubuque Chorale 2026 Annual MeeƟng 

MeeƟng convened 6:00 PM, May 7, 2026 

Church of the NaƟvity, Dubuque 

Quorum 

By-laws require the annual meeƟng to have over half the board members (6 of 11) present, and 

25% of the current Chorale membership. Board members in aƩendance: Joe Amato, Mark 

Niemer, Tara Dunn, Sarah Slaughter, Nick Anderson, Macayla Albee. Members aƩending were at 

least 25, out of 92 registered members in the directory. 

Chorale ArƟsƟc Director report 

 Amanda’s report on page 2. 

Break to finish eaƟng 

CommiƩee reports 

 Treasurer (Joe Amato):  Report on page 6. 

 Fundraising & Governance (Terry Eckhart):  Report on page 7. 

 EducaƟon & Outreach (Macayla Albee presented Mary Beth Ferrings’s report):  Report 

on page 9. 

 Membership (Nick Anderson):  Nick gave a brief synopsis of what the membership 

commiƩee does. 

 Publicity (Sarah Slaughter):  Report on page 8. 

 LogisƟcs (Mark Niemer):  Report on page 10. 

DCCC Program Director report 

 Karmella’s report on page 11. 

President’s report and board elecƟons 

 Mark Niemer’s report on page 12. 

 Jeannie Adams, Susan Tonn, and Mia ScoƩ are going off the board at the end of June. 

The board nominates Michael Sivill, Danielle Phillips, and Emily Amato to replace them. 

There were no nominaƟons from the floor. Mark N. moved to elect the three nominees 

with a single vote, Nick Anderson seconded. MoƟon carried. 

Adjournment 

Michael Sivill moved to adjourn at 7:15, Melissa Jensen seconded. MoƟon carried. 

 

Minutes respecƞully submiƩed, 

Mark Oppedahl for Mia ScoƩ 
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Artistic Director’s Report 
7 MAY  2026 / 6:00 PM / CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY 

2025-2026 Performances 
Ode to the Arts 

1.​ Featured two of our own members - Mary Bryant and Than Chesher - through 

performances of their original choral compositions 

2.​ Welcomed our own, Tom Taylor, to the podium with Cadenza to begin his work for his 

master of music degree recital, which continued throughout the season 

3.​ Performed the difficult, At Such a Dizzy Height with guest artists Ann Duchow (violin) and 

Haley Nicholson (cello) 

4.​ Finally sang Some Nights, purchased and abandoned during one of Amanda’s 

pre-pandemic seasons. 

5.​ Wowed the audience with the choralography of the tenors and basses on Tansulaul and the 

fast dancing Mouth Music of the sopranos and altos 

Songfest 

6.​ Participation was strong across collegiate and community groups, with Music Men and 

Julien Chamber Choir returning this year. Heartland Harmony did not join us, but all 5 

colleges did. 

7.​ The final number, conducted by Victoria Bausman, was performed well by all. To address 

SATB balance next year, we should return to SATB music, since the baritone line was a little 

high for some community basses and the baritone line occasionally overpowered the 

soprano and alto lines. 

8.​ We plan to return to Roosevelt Middle School in February 2027, date pending finalization 

of Dubuque Community Schools calendar over the summer. 

Holiday Pops 

9.​ Smooth logistics, integrating seating and ramp changes between adult and family concerts 

10.​Cadenza's performance of What Child Is This with Amanda conducting was the least 

stressful Amanda conducting at the symphony piece to date. Keep up the good work! 

11.​Small group of sopranos stepped up to sing as Ronettes on Sleigh Ride (and on All I Want 

for Christmas is you) at both the holiday and family concerts 

12.​Collaboration with several local soloists was successful, if more complicated, including 

some earlier rehearsals 
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Beethoven 

13.​164 singers, including new and returning Chorale participants, as well as collegiate 

students and directors from UD, UWP, Clarke. Loras, and Emmaus 

14.​With help of collegiate directors, section coordinators, Terry Eckhart, Mark Neimer, and 

DSO & Heritage Center staff, the program was a smashing success! 

15.​Received exclusively positive feedback from 5 colleges, Chorale members, DSO 

players/staff, and audience alike. 

Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Harmony 

16.​Our best transitions yet between numbers to create a 55-minute performance. 

17.​Really beautiful a capella and accompanied singing from all choirs! 

18.​A meaningful way to end an impactful season of high-level music making in a variety of 

styles! 

 

Other Administrative Work 

●​ Education & Outreach:  

○​ Children’s Choirs’ Communication and Outreach Working Group began to 

document and create a network for supporting the kids choirs beyond just Mary 

Beth 

○​ This expansion needs to continue into next season with a working group of 

Education & Outreach volunteers 

●​ Logistics 

○​ Tara, Mark, and I created event templates for ensuring that all information about a 

venue is documented and accessible to the board so that no one person’s absence 

creates information gaps 

●​ General Organization 

○​ I began organizing some of the folders on the board Google drive, and will continue 

to do so over the summer to help people find information they need quickly 

without wading through information they do not. 

 

2026-2027 Work 
Performance Work 

●​ Dress Rehearsals & Set Up 
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○​ To avoid last-minute director conflicts, known director conflicts, and conflicts with 

kids school performances, we are sticking with Friday dress rehearsals for next 

season 

○​ Set up will continue to happen on Thursday evenings, helping the crew primarily of 

adult singers  (and Amanda) be available to set the performance space 

●​ FALL CONCERT: On the Road Again 

○​ In honor of the 100th anniversary of Route 66, the Dubuque Chorale will embark 

on a musical journey highlighting roadtrip music, all the people we meet along the 

way, the place we visit, and the experience of the journey. 

●​ SPRING CONCERT 
○​ Concert will address the duality of measurable time & the immeasurable 

moments/perception of lived time 
■​ The first half of the concert will focus on the mechanical elements of time, 

possibly with a woodblock keeping time through the transitions between 
each piece. The constant ticking of a metronome/clock/swinging of 
pendulum - adherence to the clock/calendar/schedule. My grandma 
always used to tell me to treasure every day as a young mother because 
“the days are long, but the years are short.” This regular reminder in the 
little more than a year that her time and his time overlapped kept coming 
back to me as I was asking “what about time” do we want to communicate 
through our concert program? 

○​ Two repertoire options for a pivot piece in the middle of the concert would be 
J.Lucy Cook’s “Time” or Susan Brumfield’s “No Time.” 

○​ The second half of the program will deal with the perceived fleeting nature and 
inconstancy of time. 

○​  
●​ March Venue Suggestions? 

○​ Amanda plans to prioritize work toward this performance in June (venue, 

repertoire, etc) 

○​ Artistic Planning Session possible in June as well to gather more ideas, cull through 

ideas from last session that are well suited for a March concert 

Upcoming Season Schedule 

1.​ Proposed dates for 2026-2027 Season - FALL PREFERENCE CHANGE FROM FEBRUARY 
REPORT 

○​ Classics 1: Oct 3 & 4 @ Five Flags Theater 

○​ Chorale Fall Concert - October 24 & 25 (BOL Hilltop Campus) - Friday dress 

rehearsal 

○​ Classics 2: Nov 7 & 8 @ Five Flags Theater 

○​ DSO Holiday Pops 2026 schedule (Five Flags) 

■​ Thursday, 12/3 & Friday, 12/4: 7pm rehearsal 
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■​ Saturday 12/5: 11:30am rehearsal (Family Concert) 

■​ Saturday 12/5: 1pm Family Concert 

■​ Saturday 12/5: 7:30pm & Sunday 12/6: 2pm DSO Concert 

○​ DSORocks! – January 14, 15, 16 (all 8pm) 

○​ Classics 3: Feb 13 & 14 @ Five Flags Theater 

○​ SongFest (February 20 - #1, February 6 - #2, February 27 - #3  (UD & Loras spring break), 
March 6 - #4 (UD & Loras spring break) - UWP calendar not publicly posted 

■​ This year  was challenging from a planning perspective & with collegiate schedules, 

but with UD & Loras breaks the first week in February should still remain our 

second choice. 

○​ Classics 4: Mar 20 & 21 @ Five Flags Theater 

○​ Easter is Sunday, March 28th 

○​ Mid-spring concert for adults? Can add this item to Artistic Planning Committee meeting 

■​ What kind of collaborations are you seeking?  

■​ Stand-alone concert of a specific style? 

●​ Should use some of the Artistic Planning  Meeting items, especially the 

“Anchor Piece” options to build a concert option here 

■​ Collaborators may determine best date (March/April) 

○​ Final spring concert - May 1 & 2 (BOL Hilltop Campus) - Friday dress rehearsal 

○​ Classics Finale: May 8 & 9 @ University of Dubuque, Heritage Center, Butler Hall 
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